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Summary of Benefits & Coverage 

• Purpose:  
– Allows consumers to make “apples-to-apples” comparisons 

when you’re looking at different plans. 

What it is: 
– An easy-to-understand summary about a health plan’s 

benefits and coverage. 

– All individual and group health plans must use the same 
standard form to help compare plans and provide it to 
consumers prior to enrollment, at renewal, and anytime 
upon request, for example. 

•



Summary of Benefits & Coverage 



Coverage Examples 

• Standardized health plan comparison tool, 
modeled on the Nutrition Facts label required for 
packaged foods.  

Illustrate, for comparison purposes, what 
proportion of the cost of care a health insurance 
policy or plan would cover for a sample patient 
for two common medical situations 
▫ Having a baby 

▫ Managing type 2 diabetes 

•



Coverage Examples 
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Uniform Glossary 

• Provides consumer friendly definitions for 
common health coverage and medical terms. 

Static document that is uniform across all 
plans and issuers. 

Assisters and consumers may access the 
document at: 
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Files
/Downloads/uniform-glossary-final.pdf    

•
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Uniform Glossary 
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Who Gets an SBC? 

• Consumers shopping for coverage. 

Employers shopping for coverage to offer to their 
employees. 

Employees choosing among employer-based coverage 
options.  

Individuals and dependents currently covered by an 
individual market policy. 

Employers currently under contract with an insurance 
issuer or third party administrator. 

Participants and beneficiaries currently covered by an 
employer plan.  
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When & How Can Consumers Get an SBC? 

• Consumers have the right to get an SBC when 
shopping for, enrolling in, or renewing coverage. 

The SBC is available for every plan in the 
Marketplace. Consumers will find a Web link to it on 
each plan page when they enroll through HC.gov. 

Consumers also have a right to receive an SBC from 
their insurance company or group health plan upon 
request at any time.  

Consumers may be able to request an SBC in 
Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, or Navajo. 
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When & How Assisters Can Help a 
Consumer Use an SBC 

Plan Comparison and Selection Process 
• To compare plans when shopping for 

coverage 
 

After Enrollment 
• To understand benefits once enrolled in 

coverage 
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Where to Access an SBC When Shopping 
for Coverage 




